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Age-dependent changes of risk factors determining the survival of patients
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In order to find out risk factors determining the survival of patients, we
measured plasma levels of oxidized form of coenzyme Q10 (%CoQl0) and free fatty acids and their
compositions in patients with ALS and PCAS. These levels were significantly different from those in
healthy controls, indicating a significant increase of oxidative stress in these patients. Time
course changes indicated that %CoQ10 decreased in patients who discharged in a week but remained
unchanged in patients who died. Plasma level of prosaposin, a coenzyme Q10 binding and transfer
protein, increased significantly, suggesting that coenzyme Q10 is necessary in a critical condition.

It is interesting plasma levels of prosaposin in normal people increase with age.
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